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??^ j) ea r^v Fr i end s r 

?8 5^PW^ n}: ^^ ns:t:his letter- to f the NACCA members in and arowk 
2 9^^^^^8 t Sict / qf^Columbia_where- the second part of the Belli Sw 

l&iPili*^^ a - ra - toTT-p^J; 

ISto " ~" " ----- <. ~.~ ~ ■...---. -■ ■- --..,..- .. — 

^l^fe* :£«■;-: -We, want your cooperation to put on a particularly good Semi 
3 4 -^S^ -.'; •-:'.'- : ,It s. .the day before the American Bar Convention. 

3 5--^<-~1fe ? '' ' ■'•-'■'•-• "-■-"• ••■■■■ 
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ir Wff' f Of ; cours^pT hope ybtr^li^ atretic land we hope you will^ubmit sW$$ 
48 ^i3^? a P er "°J question both for the San Francisco as well as the Waslfele 
49.Bg^;^': Kington Seminar. v ^; i^^!^v' ; 

50*$%^ -r ^' J ;■■■••"- -■• •■■-',. ■■ ; ■;■ ■ - ■. P-^-- 

i*i#fc D ^ Paul Can t°r is the Medical Chairman of the Warhington Sei- 




-.-w—^twWiiwrjV.and, J. Kelly Farrislibf . 6 Portland , Oregon with James l" 
^^M¥S^:W .office, the. Legal Chairmen. 
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UNITED STATES DEPAimiENT OF JUSTICE 

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / 

"• • 422 Federal Office Building ,« , ?»{ 
.;.-'■; ty- Civic ' Center . uu '* 
... San Francisco, California 
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Trie... September i960 San Francisco Telephone Directory J) : . 
reflects MELVIN M. BELLI, -BELLI, ASHE and GERRY, 722 Montgomery ,fe, ■ .. 
Street, telephorie-YUkoh 1-1849, residence 1228 Montgomery Street,! -'; 
telephone YUkon 2-2146. • :- ... -.,,, ..■* •,,V'.- r .v ■«•■■*,.,.,. ■>-<.■■.;■ ■.--•■■ : -,,.,.. jjW~4 . 
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^-----\ThT" 1959 Sari Francisco City Directory reflects MELVIN 
M. ( JOY. T A BELLI, . ASHE, ' MC BRIDE and GERRY) resides at 1228 
Montgomery\ Apartment P,__San Francisco. Lists BELLI, ASHE,^ 



U-fi- Si 



MQ BRIDE, and GERRY (MELVIN M. BELLI, * JACK G.YmC BRIDE, .RICHARD 
F. I GERRY) lawyers ...with, off ices at 24o StocktoYi Street, 10th 
"Flaor, San Francisco. U : ;/i '6'//*;". '-"""' "' : """'"" 

The i960 Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory Uses MELV N si..^^ 
BELLI; attorney," Sari Francisco> : California, born 1907, admitte . tc$#f ' 
the Bar 1933., member of the American Bar Association ' and. havir ; tej •;.; 
graduated . from the University of California with a B.A. an-j., ; LI^ %%^ •<; 
Degree. The directory also lists BELLI, ASHE and GERRY "' ' 



:>ck?<»:>-: 



Building, San Francisco. 
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' BMnrtni,. " T S e Se P tember 25, I960 issue of the "San Francisco 
1 SS^i ne r' Pase 2 > ^ehlight Section, Colwn 3, reveals tK?-. 

N^lSi&Sd ? ubl * sh ? d '^ Bobbs-Merrill is caSed "Bell! ^okfat 
-^h a t ..Law^in Japan." The article continued: "CharacterKtS 

Jatian « n rf? Ce by ?°£ hi ?u Irie ' ^ ustice of the Supreme d^rt 
Japati^.and a foreward by the late Errol Flynn." . vuuxt '' 



I. -T*.V:<.3 
,,,,,, : 
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* E^rnin^ " T 5 e ^f" 8 * 4 > ^60 issue of the -"San Francisco 
: ^KB?ra?ft J??V' S f C J io 2 ^Column 1, reveals that Barric 
,-;.: .MEL BELLr will gravel to Russia in December I960 to gather 
.,: . ^ground for, his upcoming . "Life and Law in Russia.^ * 
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24 
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,„,^;.; ^^^^p^he 3July,, 23, 196o;is^iMof*bhe ^"SStt Francis^o~S^i 
"*:: ] C f^f^?2i?^ av ^ r ^ :Lect ^ ^ "several huhdreo?o^2 IfcSio* 
' i o??SSL*°fJ law y ers > mainly in the field of personal iniury^ 

* «lSS? s ^^? ±m0n J HJ^ 1 on. July 22, i960. The- article c 
>l ^-^^^(^^S^^^l^^ last seminar was gangland figurl 
>6 . MICKEVM30HEN, who was billed as a tax problems! prof essor Thi 
27^/Ktime iiVwas. the school, teacher stripper, PATOlt WHCTE, who is 
?8j££^appeari£g ima north Beach, bistro.^; ': 7\\ - '/ / ° " 

i^^^^n^^^^fe^?^ 4^^ f ssu « ^- tne "San Francisco *'",: 
I - .• ST?4 SiS Pa 6 e "32, Column :i, J reveals "th at the Tenth Annual 5 
V»^ BjiJJ Seminar on Law, medicine and trial tactics will be held \ 

iT&^it C^n^? n r ■ H0tel ?f iday P** c «*°« ^e National IssocilScI 
j 4 • of Claimants' Compensation Attorneys Convention. -<»^^i 

16 • The. May 5, i960 issue. of the "San Francisco Examiner," 
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A^A^,«4 Thi f document ^contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of, the FBI. It is the, property of the FBI and is 

d?s^?hu?^ 9 ^ a ?J nQy ' " and ^^Icontent/areno? ^e^%' 
distributed outside your agency; "" .''- \- -'^ r v.^ 
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,.--»*■ . /TUNITED STATES / COV^riNMENT 

^ Memorandum • 

|. - .:- ; to ■'■ : : IIRBCTOR, FBI (105-2-9865) 

.ffv^.,' ,. :^'^j A ->w/--.;"-j-4'j.V ; : ; -'' .-•'■-' -.-■.■■- ■-■■'-. 

-f from y\ SAC, SAN IRANCISCO (i05-».626) 

\\ :i '^kmm^ ~ - : : • ■ ■•■• 

^ ^ . ( ■■.,' Be San J 
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1/^- : AGENCY r ^SL 9 _^ 2 y 
i£ REQ. RFC'D . 

DATE F35W. //-y*/^ 
, .HOW FGRW._<£ = &2&£?4e- ' 

• 9-^>r - „■ -k ^ " BY /^] '"""' ~* 



^| ; pv^^ffl^^^^^r^^^^j 
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_ -The April ^6^1958/ i^^';of • the SahPVatlcisco 

'■' . News, page h, columns 3,7+, p, and 6, contains an article- 

•=' -entitled ^tfpANO »?eace» Ou't in Cold Again", in which 

..,:,. KNTAMEN^HJFANO attempted to dedicate his 37 foot status, 





, 8 :£**"£•* 

so 

31 

■ -« 25 AUG. as K--, 

19': ,^v, ,:■■«:.■' ,..' ■ 




^uaning^the State Dept.j 'would \ 

the .^department." ■ ;>■■'*■-•■ . ;;; ; 

The Decerabeivf^^l^f,"lgsue .of the San Francisco r 
Examiner, page 2, column]6;> 7, : 9, -contains an article en- 
titled "BUFANO iteports^Euiganin Rill of : Had .Tinted, Peace './■■ U ; ;.: : 
[Breams 11 in. which Sculptor BENNY -HJFANO describes his acU ' -**£$ 
ventures in So^^iet Russia, including a two hour session 
with. Premier !KOIJa,K^pNvifcwhich' they discussed, "frox * 
Sputriik I and II, nuclear science? art, guided missiles, 
disarmament and world.econbl^. to-JIungary, fled China, and 
theJJnited Nations. » - % : ^T\ j/n* : \ C ' II *t* 

^ ■ ■ . * ,--£-.. w^ i r,A-fflW ■■ * 







CLASS. 



^SE^^^BBSSSl^^;;. ■•: 
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; i*^w^>^v>^>^x^--v 







rfwp- 



■rhi- 






■ ?W&*&ZWm ; ^'*-7 n r~r-u't, - e ,.^ c eraber &, 2?, 1957 issue of "Novaya ,,., 
.3W" "^^ * t.aiya;,. Russian language newspaper published in San " 

4 *11§^ -A r * - ** ™i sc °l F 8 * J >' PQlurans >**' and; F^ 6 '22, column 6 . 
5:«nff • •^^« ' - reveals that, a prominent. local sculiator -BENJAMINO BUMNO 
6 '»^:'> : - •-.••• .: returned to San R-ancisco having flown to Moscow for the 

mlfS 3 ?^ ° f the h0th anniversary of the revolution. 

•JBUEUW.-had a .two hour .conversation with Soviet Prime 



.9 



55 i 




■H^i&Bk-'- k' *'■ '■' -u ' • <V BIIEINO pointed put that BULGANIN told him that 
VlPl?' ,'/>X,^-/'5? and KHRDSCHEV. were against the Soviet intervention in - 
>5 •:- i^.- • ','- Hungary,, that they wished to let the Hungarian - people • 

-. ••y,v^- -:^- ; themselves decide the question, but' they had the minority 
^v-T?-^- 8 ],^^ to . p ^ B ^di^>:.and*a;.a.>esuit the Soviet forces 




1 •'• *<! 





"rnese people, are entirely -different," 'SJFANO 
• stated. "They desire peace nsare than we, for the simple 
reason that they wish to help people." 

...... . BUFAMO pointed out that Russia made such an 

^S5r!!^. p L°^'. hin: . that ' he 'offered '-bo make a statue of 

„. 7 , >s SuchHB.ta,tue would be ott-t of 

-. . • ... ... - --■ *" and would be the* greatest 

statue. in the world.. BUFANO' noted' that BULG/LNIN took 



^^^^ ; #^%>P%' his -Ofier into consideration. 

■■' :.'-'*? : -^ KOnthe le tterhead/bf • the^Triends: of the? Abraham ■• • 
Lincoln -Brigade;, .Abraham.. Lincoln^Battalion, George Washington -^ v.. 
Battalion^ 715 Ashbury Street, S a n Francisco, C a iif oruia . " .. 
dated August 18, 1937, appears the name BENIJUflBO HJFFAMO as' V 












a State Sponsor, .. 

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade is "an organization 
designated by the Attorney General pf the United States'-" 
pursuant to E. 0. 10lj£o. 

This uOc'-i-TT.ont -;. r-' ■■\ < jn;. 
• v : ;> , ■"■-■ ■ "■ * ■ -. reconimeticL?. M^n ! - ; . r- V- ;>-.':: 

■tlie :"■-;:. iv :L..- -;.;.,. ,-. . 
■/• . .FBI. and is lo-uou v;- 

. ■■■ .', ■ • . '. . t - . ^ _■ i;t 'and it s o.. : vi:. '. :■.■";■ " .' . 

■''-'.;" -■ " £ *"-:di stri but ea ov . _ j ■ 
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OPMONAl FORM NO. '.u 
4010-104-01 



UNITED STATES Y ( 3>fMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECT®, FBI (1(35-4.9865) 



date: 



H; 



. , .* 



p]£^. 



-^^r^mm^Pism^':-^:^-- 

^ ..'; v; Re. San Fi-ahcisco letter' to Bureau, U/9/60. 
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>V'^«P- '•■■■ M^' B ^ eau .-%^ix --•- ^ '"":^• : :• V 
:^ ^^ife'i^i^^Tr^San Francisco'; :;• v. ■'■yJ: ■::.-.■/■. -..•>■:..". ••";:-■..,-. 
?6:%>y ■,*•*, \ sJE:ca. ••• *'-.-•"" "'■•';■••:■•■■• -•"-','/ ■■•••-. V 
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NSlffel -^ : -•-:- V^^ -'•■>*"■. • 

'""***" " ^SiiaBf^flcs has.follWjSdthe icatter in. the press iv ' . 
jffter^was directed: to the^Bureau on. November l/> 1961S " 
e^IV^^OBINSON/ JRVv Chief of Police, Downey*. 
pi^Jl^I^Wsoeiafce^^Our interest was "only b# 

faSS%feJ|$!k$ional Academy /graduate. : ••. ..%,.-'« 

'~~*$&r^kr*lS''i$)6li*i\i J. TRAIN0R,' Chief of the. ."' $] 
^^of^Narcoticsli^ephonically contacted -this ;* J 



::■«*« 



*s_a» 



Downey,. ; 

b#causev 



ft 



m^m^xsmmm^ pa^of^its^ef * 

gprneys^ wouldfeW*^^ 
JfBlW Thei^B^t^atorlasiked TRAINOR 
^f^|8e^^oaiyiaihing .of nicotics conditions in Downey had ..„ 
gl^nlwB^teh ^the Federal Bureau . of/ Narcotics . TRAINOR t- 

.^'4^Xi?^^C^^*;W^'*iivSiAl,«,^! AV>>.-1v «*1a<3 Vh*- v»/-wV»T/1 r»rt* Invars, smi- 



le roiise/p^v' *?>':. 
wrote „a£? I '_**«; 
aslced: TRAINOR whether v ' 



l i*^- -a 



*BiU 



located , 



files and pp 



*B1 



fe^%J 



tlStlMM! 



std-top. jcnau attorney*!^ 
•BELLI had turned the JOHNSTON trial .into a trial, of 
0BINSON: and was attempting to make ROBINSON- the 
ndahf. He said .that BELLI* was one of. the most vicious 
^unscrupulous .individuals that he had ever encountared; 



BELLI was ,'makin, 
tpBINSONj arid that 
'•type^of attacicT 




founded. allegations against 
did 'not know .how to counter 






.^-- .^-.; v 



- 2 ; -- 



S®£ 



'•^-VVfCiC*- 







■ ■ ;.\ ■ * , * '*' "■.."*.' ■■■ ■ ■ 

,?":■!*&■*,*■ ^-V.'-.V.;';*:'^.- ."V ■ ■ ' " 

fc^li B^^H ^stated' he' did not know Judge'. ^ 



aw 



^^J^qerSi ^l^aft/all • but -knew, of * his 

rotttatlfrn-' f or^Kasihg ,af ter whmon Wore he was appointed 

^geaaeimfiS^hatt?^B lfwvf>"«i a ^-^^is ■ i^Ty^.v. ■^^m JOHNSTON. 



anvej 



ton 



rne -recau . __ „ 

3HNST0N ;oyerv these ; years 



P5«5 



^mi nute 'I ■ £^§;l 



^#T^ 



•^ 



£H 



i*te^» 






^tate&^the unfounded allegations 






^pSRi 







:iifr.a ^heroin- case 




it re< 



^^n 



^v -■«*>** */ a - 



v ^^ether:r'the^PBr^Kad^ihVestiiat such courolalnt.- ' He"- ■■ ^ 

:^^C^;state\ ; :,that..he felt .this data put out by . BELLI was 
^^etely f,als;e.;and •**>** ■h^BJg^gBi^d ha Mould* hav&vbeen 
^re^of^any .inyes'tjLgatibn/ ■ 






•vv 



,<-,„,-,. ... ... - , .. -.,..- —,,- -.- -,- __ .^_^^__Jtated*that his' 

>MM^%MM^ J^&&im^m*&to&- ™l does not: .. ,.,.;, 
landle narcotics matters ,.: riOr; wO'uld they be interested in 
any, alleged destruction of ~a record of a drug addict. 

■n$^f'>' f J ''*-\- ' A complete review 5 of all possible references in 
iBMmiffir^?? Angeles Office was 'made ^and-. a. review of : all. , 



" .wv : ^— sp<?nflenc - *-h the. 12-0 "-f lie (narcotics' matters) going 
''0 jS ^ a ?^ *° ; 1955 has been made with 'negative results . 

'■?;•/ &^.?- : 'v- I talked to^ PF and he fully realizes 

the ..confidential nature of owe r^Tes and stated that he 
wouldi.do, every thing he could to.' avoid any interjection of 
^IM#; v this' matter. ' ■■'■•""■■ r ■ ■ ,1: - : -••-■■■ ■■'■■• 










■9Kvtw f - 









!t-*^1 



Is' % J" - 

v?- lis 



"ri 



^j>-i 







{? *£ifeS!|e^s a ictlon of the FBI.:-, ■- - r r _ 

to' avoid otir being interjected 



59 i^tff-&#* '•'•-• i7 '*' : ^\ , t^w<w revised' of pertinent; development s, 
.'; <vj,&t*-~ •: Bureau.: will be KCi,- y ■. aay^oeu y* .*»*«« mter.lect< 

:#.fe : care will be •-taken M 

; ^M^f> v *rifh :thls mattei?.. 



h$HI 



-i*#V" into this matter. 

>4 ^^^^" : ^ : ^-'- 






p«v 












cv ■ ^..v/^.-.r.:.^. 



-V* ..-. - v ^*^..\vi>- 



ar?.o**t fo*M ho. to 



UMTK1) STAT-!?* GO\>:. : <. ^^ 

Memorandwh 



TO 

.oV •■■-..;-' 

.2 

L3 ,; .. ' ■■ 

• 4 ' ; a-J.sj'ucr: 

-]^>.|,;.- ■ ■•• - 



Mr. DeLoach 



•-iE: November 13, 1961 
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. LYNN Wo JOHNSTON 
MUNICIPAL JUDGE 
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 



/ 



/ 



■■-.a ; v -V 



.^ 



,^ 



cu* 



the Los Angeles C :;■ ice advised -chat Judge Lynn W; 




..-sa -prominent San 7vancr:;^ i.nd Los Angeles lawyer, as a ofense apparently 

A intends to show ■..;;£ .ihere was fric*.on between Chief Ivan Robinson (NA) of t 

lDowney Police Lep^rtriv. .r:t and Judge -Johnston: thai this eminatad from Robi 

attempting to tell Jolinsicn what sentences he should impose *ud Johnston's c 

-/ that the Downey FoiL'e Department was net properly hardline; narcotics vicW 
'^T. Johnston claims this whole thing is a frame-up by Robinson, Robinson clarrf 

*%' does not t.-ow Judge Johr.ston very well but he did know of his extremely ^ 
'-■"': rr ■'.vtation for cV:--:ing aft^r women before he was appointed to the Bench.- A-fiic 
M>-tc Robinson, Boiii has turned the Jo; :nstonsiaHntoa trial of Robinson arid 

-'■ • described Belli as c.-iJgfrf the $j 




■mpting to make Robinson the defendant 
.. : :iiost vicious ~nd unscrupulous individuals 
!i- noted oh the airtel that Boil: is ,f a shyster 



h^ has ever encountered. 



1 KC — ■■!. 



ir.c: 



t; '^"- - ■'■"". '': In connection with the trial, a -representative of-the Federal Bureau 
' of Narcotics cont^vvad the Los Angeles Office on 11-1-61 advising that he had •; 
received inforirv.ion from 



LI' 



ie local District Attorney's Office that as part of 



Johnston's defev^e he would claim mat Jo* 



:-n v/roie a letter to the FBI cor; -plaining i? 



of narcotics conditions in Dcv-.c-y. The Feaeral Bureau of Narcotics in Los Angeles^ 
apparently has no record that such a letter was written to them and there is no' &^i 
record that Johnston wrote to th-; Los Angelas Office of this Bureau in this regard. ;^ 
*It is also noted that an item in the 11-1-61 issue of the "Daily Signal" Belli chargecJfg 
in his opening statement in the trial that the icud between Johnston and Robinson^ ;. 
men worsened after Johnston c omplained to the FBI and Robinson destroyed an arr os 
report in a heroiritS ca^ 



r. J 
J 




Bufiles 
^er from Johnston. 



_.ve been ^heckedl^&tfo,:rec&2tl could be 'located 
The possibility exists, however, that if such a 16 
sent here to FBI Headquarters and ife-sele-ly-concerned narc^cs . 
ier oui^urisdiction, it wpuld. have, been referred to the Federal Bure; 
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Jones toDeLoach (c< 
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jjby form and we would. have no record of it. This is an aporoved procedure . 

Hit is a.matter in another agency's jurisdiction. With regard to Belli, we raj 

pad difficulty with him in the past.. In. 1947, he charged that' FBI Agents wait 

harassing his clients and he was accused bv an insurance company of unethil 

practices in soliciting clients. In .941, ho sent greetings to the Soviet Unicjj 

support of the Red Army's struggle Against Nazi. Germany. In 1949, he 

lithe prosecWci; of 12 communi " ' *~~ 
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Bierje 



1 i 

[in !'■ 






Yugoslav Counsel 
L£rancisco in his home.' In 1951, -his name appeared on the letterhead 
V"L.yalties Against Te: . Oaths for- the Bar" which group opposed the reouirel 
tthat candidate* .or tdr.uision to the Bar and members of the California Barf 
«a loyalty oath.. Irr'l-j..-/, Herbert Resner, an admitted former member of thf 
.'Communist l-u.i-;y and ic:::.\er attorney for the Party, was associated with 3 
jln 1959, Belli r«..«eiye^ r.otoriely for defending racketeer Mickey Cohen ani 
{•claimed that Belli was Joing to defend stripteaser Candy Barr, a girlirien i 
n ICohen's. In addition to this, 3? Hi has pulled such unethical tricks as in 'Am, 
'£&H 1959 > when he intr od\ v^-d west. coast mobsisr Mickey Cohen at a seminar or 
i3*#[M tactics during the American Bar Association Convention. Cohen was inirodf 
M ({'"Professor C'Brien, '■ an expert on tax evasion and ether criminal cases. r i [ 
Director has stated that our San Francisco Office should keep alert for inv 
t* violations of. law by Belli as his record is questionable. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105-498SS) 

SAC, .WFO (105-18134) (P) 

UOSLVIN M. BELLI • 
.IS-BU 



date: 11-30-G2 
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^ . . .^ ReSFlet 11-9-60. 
' >^ ^*:.vOn-10-ll-62j 



Chief Counsel, 
Passport Office, USPS, aavisea that a passport application 
!£.- _ was being processed for MELVIN M. BELLI and a recommendation 
* had been made by his office that passport facilities be 
granted to him. 

On 10-19-62, a' request was submitted to USDS for 
.. a search of Passport Office records under this name. On Ss 
V' .13,-27-62, it was necessary to resubmit this request since m 
r y. .._1jhe Passport Office was unable to locate the original request 

Pertinent information from this file will be 
submitted to the Bureau immediately upon receipt of same. 
USDS is being closely followed in this matte::/ 
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to : DIRECTOR, FBI {105-49865) 

SAC;'WF0 (105-181,34) (RUC) 

CHANGED r"6 

subject: MoLVIN tfOURON BELLI 
IS-CUBA 



date: 12/i^62 




*-\' V« 'V • i. ^ I h ir, title of tnis communication has been change 
9. >i^ri..^o show the full name of the subject as obtained from files 
* rOf^the, Passport ..Office, USDS, s 

^ .V n^r,„ -,,/A/^ * l'J_ 



ReSFlet 11/9/66 captioned "MELVIN iI^|2LLI; . IS-B 



2 

4 /^' '•■*' c>- l ncl ? s S d are hine copies 'for the Bureau and one 
5/"-" copy for SI- for information of a LfiM dated and captioned as 
>6 .above. r 

8 vV^^^^^^fc, . Subject's passport file was reviewed by IC 

ISo additional pertinent information WFO fi] 
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C 
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HELVIK UOUKOK BELLI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 



On November 30, 1362, Ers. Verde L # Crenshaw, 
Passport Office, United States Department of State, made . 
■*.■---' available a. file which contained the following information: 

OntTuly 8, 1958, Passport Tfumber 1141530 v/as 
issued at San. Francisco, California, to/Melvin Mouron 
7 yiJE^y i. based P» an application filed by liim at San Francisco, 
^California, on the same date* The passport v/as restricted 
against travel to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary and those 
portions of China, Korea and Viet-Nara under communist 
control. According to the application Belli was born on 
y July 29, 1907, at Sonora, California. His permanent residency 
. was 1228 Montgomery Street, and his mailing address 240 t 
.Stockton Street, both San Francisco, California. He 

intended to depart from San Francisco by air on July 12, 
1958, for a trip of three weeks ' duration to England, m 
.Germany, France, Italy and Spain for the purpose of attending 
a Bar Association meeting in Cologne (country not stated), 
. His parents were identified as Caesar ..A „ Belli, who was bori\ 
in 1885 at Eureka, ' Nevada, and Leonie Mouron, who was born 
V, in 18S7 at Scmora, California. Both were deceased^ Belli 
showed that he was last married in April, 1956, to Joy 
Belli, who was born in 192S at. Los Angeles, California, 
and was presently residing with him. Bellas occupation 
was shown as tha/t of lawyer. On September 1, 1960, this 
passport was renewed at Washington, D. C., for a trip to 
Bulgaria, Turkey, Italy and France, the. purpose of this 
travel being set forth as "lawyer-author". 

_... On August 24, 1962, Passport Number C-529S68 was 
issued at Los Angeles, California, to the, above individual, ' 
based on his v application filed at Los Angeles on August 20, 
1962. According to the application his permanent residence was 
% Belli Building, San Francisco, California, and his mailing 
address Continental Bank Building, 873 Sunset Boulevard, 
* Hollywood, California. 

The application showed that. Belli was last 
married on March 22, 1954, to Joy;Tuirner\Belli, who v/a* 
•JbgcA. at.. Los Angeles,. ..California/* in December ,1 930. The % 
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RE:;-MELYIN HOURON/bELLI 
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application farther showed' that Eelli had been married 
to one Bett^feailantine, who was born in California in 
1910, but that^this marriage had been terminated by divorce' 

He intended to dep'art from Los Angeles by air 
on September 1, 1962, to travel as a tourist for one month* 
to^Italy,. .France, England, Albania, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Hungary^ and Bulgaria i This passport was restricted 
against travel to Albania, Cuba and those portions of 
China, Korea and Viet-Nam under communist control. By 
letter dated November 15, 1962, the Passport Office in 
Washington, D. C., validated this passport for one round 
trip to Cuba not to extend beyond January 30, 1963, for 
the purpose of v/riting articles for a lav/ review. 

. v.-.".. The file showed that passports had previously 
been issued to Belli in 1929, 1947, 1949, 1954 and 1956 
for travel to various European countries and, in 1954, 
to Japan. 

This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
tae FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

. ; ; it and its contents are not to be 

: distributed outside your agency. 
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San Francisco. - March 8., 1963 
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■.« w .. •,,--^- )rv " Fr -eH ! Miller -•..'■ 

* sl^- : £ S^Federal Bureau of Investigation 



^.3700 Washington Avenue 



^ 



: tv 



/*? .-:-*-* 



; 'J)ear Doctor Millar; . •' . 

■r^^.;-.:^^ ; .l£^as very nice meeting you recently and I am looking forward to ie 
^m&$ : ^ y°^P n my : next; visit to Washington. It is my hope that we can postiL- 
get together oh some FBI pictures that I might use for a new book I * 
doing on criminal law. ' - * 



"-MSSS'SNJES-JAJ-SL. (Abridged Edition) is the one- volume abridgment 




\0.T 



"/■ the layman as well as the law student of the famed six- volume .■■-ODE3N 
TRIALS, which was the first and is the best- selling law book of its kind 
/,-_ in ; the last ten years. / _ 



-i^ 



ft,-.. : 



-'■: This current abridged edition is particularly slanted for general reader 
, \/as. well as law student arid lawyer interest. We expect a large sale to 

•v/ .* he la Y public.^ It will be followed by my demonstrative evidence crim- ■!*■ :<m 
,.,.. inal law book,, a new venture in publishfng, since it, too, has been writteri'^p: 

,.::: .for laymen-as weUbas lawyers.; • : ^-^> 

:;: The book is being accepted for teaching use in many of the major law 
/•schools of the United States, but we are particularly interested now 
...that the layman see what is the law, of what it is made, and how it is 

-practiced. We hope that this is the book which tells him, as well as the 

-*. ' law student. 

;■ We have asked our publishers, Bobbs-Merrill, to send you a copy of 
//--this book and are hoping that you might be able to do a review fcr us. 







All good wishes, 
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March 13, 1963 



? ^^f*" ^IP^^-.F' California; " ,^V : 




^!||^^- * W 88 "** for Dr. Miller to comment concerning your 

Ireaponflibilities pre- 



^iily^KSfi^ hesvy P^seure of our official re* 
:.^S^^^^ur:furnishing the other assistance you requested. 
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Sincerely yours, 



^•ftrftoJA «&*; i.v; 
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Secretary ; 
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TO 



FROM 



•• Mr. DeLoach 



date: 3/13/63 



D. 




Cole ; '-4-?t\ 



suiajECT:^^MR^MELVINM, BELLI 
'&'•. ^ E LM ASHE AND GERRY 1 

^ ^ ; 

; 72.2MQNXGOMERY STREET 

-- u ="■'■■ 6 ' :- ;:•' --.-^fv- " : * - ■ . . . 

.; •'•'• : J'.'- :r " ' ccQaptioned individual has sent a letter dated 3/8/63 to Special, 
,-Ered35|. Millg| of the Laboratory. Belli refers,to a recent meeting with SA 
/that hglooks forward to seeing him on his next visit to Washington, and he e 
th£ hope that hjvcan receive some assistance on FBI pictures which he mighj 
a new tjook he is: writing on criminal law. Belli also refers to a book he nasi 

"he has requested the publisher to send a copy to^ 
latter may be able to review it. 
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On 2/15/63, SA Miller delivered a paper, H The Forensic Scie^;ist I 
in Court," before the American Academy of Forensic Sciences in Chicago, t Dili 
approached SA Miller afterwards and complimented him on the paper. This was the 
only contact SA Miller had with Belli. 
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. M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: Mr. Melvin M. Belli 
X/\ I San Francisco, California 



, 'ty. - /^n an airtel dated 11/2/61, Los Angeles furnished details concj 
>a'V . — s defense of a local iud^e wftfl fiafl ^pn Pho, ge( j with offerim 
-JO ^to four women defendants 

Downey, California, at that time described Belli asTUeTnhe^Ss^55!f rt « 
scrupulous individuals he had ever encountered. The Director noted on the a^ 
that Belli: is.. "a shyster." 
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...;V - . , ,.■■■ In November, 1962, we 1 received information from the State 1> * 
v ment that Belli was intending to visit several foreign countries including Cub; ? 

OBSERVATIONS: ■* 



IN 



In view of Belli' s unsavory reputation, we certainly do not \(al& 

st offer him any kind of cooperation nor do any thing to encourage further contact 

5 8- -of Bureau personnel by him. ~ 
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RECOMMENDATION: 



. That th e attached in-absence letter be sent to Belli advising of our > ■-•••■> 

inability to be of assistance, and that no further acknowledgement be afforded himj^p 
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UNITED STATES GOVE. MENT 

Memorandum 



FROM 



subject: 



*;\ j*?- 1 *^- 
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to : Mr. DeLoach date: 3-26-63 

■ .■ ; >:.v-"".^-.v ■ . ■ ; - ■ " ■ 

MR. MELVIN Mo BELLI ■ ^/^ /" 

BELLI, ASHE AND GERRY, ' ' / / 

THE BELLI BUILDING * U\ 

722 MONTGOMERY STREET * '' 

^U^SAN FRANCISCO li, CALIFORNIA 

: BACKGROUND: .'.■■ ".T , 

: ■%" *^k * My memo of 3-13-63 noted receipt of a letter from captioned 

individuaFby SA^red M. Miller of the Laboratory in which Belli expressed 
the Ijopeshe mightrreceive assistance on FBI pictures he desired to use in a 
.-" newTSookhe wasrvvriting. Belli referred to another book he authored, M Mod^ 
.^Tria&iV^'gnd said\he had asked the publisher to send SA Miller a copy in tho 
^jhope^tlieociatter might be able to review.it. SA* Miller's only contact withl e 
- had BSen^gjt a recent scientific convention in Chicago when Belli had congratu] 
^^•^Miller ori& paperjke had delivered. . 
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In view of Belli 1 s unsavory reputation, he was afforded an 
in-absence response on 3-13-63 advising of our inability to be of assisi^ncc- 
to him and of the fact that SA Miller would not be able to review his book. 

Sfcj.-- . ,.;'■. ■. \" ■ -.- — 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT : 

■ A copy of Belli's book, "Modern Trials- " has now been received 
by SA Miller. It has not been reviewedj however, it appears to be a text devoted 
to the handling, preparation and trial of cases, with the emphasis on negligence 
matters. 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 



/ 



sc?£^tS9 



'//>■ 



; '. ■ (1) Since Belli was informed that it would not be possible for a 
Bureau representative to review this book, it is recommended that no further 
acknowledgement be sent to him. * r - ' . ,. :; ^ ^_ ' 



^Bureau Library. 

V ■ 

Enclosure 

2 - Mr. Conrad 



(2) That the attached copy of "Modern Trials 1 
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Sell!, ; "spectacularly : 
successful San Francisco law- ; 
yer, took over 1 ' the defense' 
j for seif.appointed "executioner^ 
J jack- Ruby today- and saM' 7 
j Huby will, plead innocent by.-' 
j reason'.bf* insanityj'to' the slay< 

iing ; of «- accused^ ^presidential* 
jassa'ssin*Lee~tfarvey"bswald ' 
BelH said. he. has' no objec- 
t i on s . to live t el e visio n c over- * 
*, ; age of the . trial. ■' '' ;■■''. - 
\ "We will be ready by the' 
•\\ scheduled trial date of Yeb. 3,"*' 
) kz said. "We will pleaci him- 
\ not guilty by reason of insari- 

- i t y." ". ; ; :/: ;._; : ', - * 

I Belli said he. may ask for a" 
! change' of venue to move . the'-* 
| trial from Dallas. Belli said he' 
will be- Ruby's chief counsel.'- - 
Belli .visited Ruby in his 
Dallas* County jail cell along; 
with. - attorneys -Torn Howard* 
o£ w Dallas, Sam;. S<. Bro.dy of^. 
Los "Angeles and •J^H.' Tona-* 
hill of. Jasper/ Tex...;' . - . -^«. 
■ Howard took the -Ruby case) 
hours;,; after- Ruby '.shot and' 
killed' Oswald in the basement - 
of the Dallas city jail "Nov. 24;. 
before a Nation* wide televi- 
sion audience. t , ; -^ 
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The Director has asked for a memorandum on Helvin. ;lj 

"' "" -—■•-=-- to newspaper releases of this date, will 

> vy ill soon be tried for the slaying ofj 

.sassin Lee Harvey Oswald. Belli, j 

^i- according to the news releases, will be ready by the schedule 

U trial date of 2/3/63 and has indicated that defense counsel j 

will plead Kuby not guilty by reason of insanity " 

\ .. mere is. attached a memorandum dated 3/i3/'j3 v/hicl: 

\c()fttai|isv.pertinent indorsation in Bureau files concerning Beljj 

7* - ••? *r r . e on ]_y pertinent' additional information s'ubseouea'-* 
- to^the 3/13/63 snemorandum is' contained in the file of Jean' 
Kiaw^ll Pestana, a. Los Angeles attorney who is active in the ,J 
Communist i-arty iu Los . njeles, California, Pestan;.. was - 

\ -subpoenaed, before a ". .'.;;•■: ;>■:; -osriit'se on !. T n-/.:::-?--jc?n Activ? J - 1 :•••'•: 
public hearing in :',o-; Angles on 7/2/63 anA iw^istclv 
requested cr/ntii.Lui-cc, .-; ■:;;. t i-yj that she v.-;- ;,.ot re,,resl.. ... :.<•. 
counsel as. her attorney, ."lelvin Belli, was unable to attend " 
Jn«-hearings at tnat time. In an appearance before the House 
Committee on Un-*mer<.:an Activities in 'fleshing ton, • D. C, on 
-8/0/03 Pestana invokec the Fifth Amendment in answer to. Libs 
travel and«-Coni!r.ur:ist Party membership. 

ACTION: ^ '.-.: * ■■■ ,. 
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1 ^/nside &^ T co?e^j 

*> v (mailed to ra:D^as^e^* reporter; 

;, - ;Be% lawyer -^ior-^Jack . Ruby, 

2 4 [wjsKe1|^ flam- 

^-* bpyant>laTOejT^roIbrful; yes! " ( : 
^llieriKwl^twas^Belli's owr 
'^eady-for^he plaintiff/'. * 
lAf ter Ruby's^bond hearing Mon 
day»J';BeIli v^gaiipfi^tolchfe reporters 
tl^^e^t^not^^e to,.i>e called 
flai&oy& i , t 



>6 
27 

>8 
19 

.* » ^m|ed^ress*&terTnatipnalkvent 
^ ^^^ea^/^oweyer: f *^ | 

'a /performer 
lawyer,'-, and Jie> ; is; probably 
ffie^best. ;Vc6urtroom :■ performer 
anyone^-, could .* book.^... His silver 
hair, .his flamboyant' manner, hi.* 
flair^f or the ^dramatic— all are 
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pa^ofithe-.image . that' -has 'con- 
TTpitSd loathe 55-year-old Belli's 
}g Reputation as;bne'of*San Francis- 



, q cb's^most '"effective lawyers, 
! , ;^$ K ;yJthe'ty actor,*' was once 
* *'summ«I?'up'^}his!'way by- Dean 
1 2 jjViHiam ' Prossej .of : ; .the. Uniyer- 

jayr/oj. California Law School; ;„ . 
jy'ery^'gpod. trial lawyer' is/: to 

sojn§>jejctent£ an "actor, be-fce art- 
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ist j or'hanj';Vand he is also a play- 
wrijjhlg.and -°a 'director/ who pre- 
M're^>e ,i -sertplf > se£s'ithe -scene ~ 

j -e t a g »rfiianages the'evide^. 

:;3elli is* all :of that, as^rgrdt; v 
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lawyer 

«.£*<:>" 

display'- both.vthese 
^J rsonalities ; when he s trides 
lfto' 1 the Spotlight of world at- 
.ftitlon : ? is" the trial of v slick- 
^irg^Jack Ruby,. : the /.-pistol; 
><Jile^fcO^ Lee -Harvey . Oswald, 
^ftcuseo^^as assassin op Presi- 
tcnfcieripedy, begins in Texas ■ 
? 9Vefcfaft; c o u x t^watctie'rs^in 
vhlif orhia ^£|and a^numbe r of} 
^we^states^ar<£ ready to give; 
«feht~StoV three /that jurispru*, 
;i2nci^^wjexa^never; will" be i 
^ 'same Tagaiivtwhen the r <Belli¥| 
OTby^trial coaclude_^^^*| 

* me^stenuseldom isiaiterl 
t^^white-haired^lawyer: from? 
*&■. rugged Mother.-Lode rcoun*: 
Iry of Calif ornia-cohcludes'and. 
t^parts^^^- v:fe-^ 
4 gfVIelvhr Mourbn B e Hi does: 
^Sre.than practice law/K ' v " 

* ^tte jntik&s it; -and while blaz- 
Sift new; trails in -the : evolution 
^S. the>incierit. and honorable. 
j'^Slish?: Common Law, he -com-. 
>«es£ the v best\of : John Drew, 
i<B\i&B arryin or e, 'Maurice 
jifansr-arid 'Richard -Burton* to 
:»&Y^>t>e -.audience with . a. 
>2fcatrical- performance that sel-. 
yfim*i5-^auale4~in th______£y- 

^t th^jjpHe m theater. ,-•- --^ 



of _Tprt s' 




ring , a v 3-decade ■■» career, J 
Billl's; genius for the: law. has; 
made him wealthy — and £*-', 
ous from the- plaintiffs point* 
of;* view; and infamous.- as far 
asvjinsurance companies an.d 
the /^inerican .Medical Associ- 
ation arc concerned." 
■ : Winning the proud title of. 
"King of tort's,"- Belli has. 
leased the pain and suffering 
of hundreds of clients by giv- 
ing, them two-thirds of the., net- 
he iwon from the: insurance! 
companies in prosecuting their! 
Claims for damages; They, have j 
received- severaj : millions -of) 
dollars, which, is the*reas'on ithe j 
San^ Francisco- attorney-/ is a-! 
"dirty name" to the liability 
carriers .-.for ^.individuals .^and 
members of the * medical /pro- 
fession. h ; - _. a ■ ; v*- .. 
;-He also has -practiced crim- 
inal? law, .defending everyone 
from. filers, to forgers.' Some 
of his capital-crime clients have 
sent;; him .Christmas .greetings 
fromVlife imprisonment cells 
or i'.f rbm homes established j 
after acquittal. Others haven't." 
They, died in San QuentuV Pris*; 
onV; apple green, 8-sided .gas \ 
.chamber.;' . .... ■ ■/■. 

Kach of his cases Is pre* 
sented with a flair. His subr! 
mission of evidence, is dra-. 
matic, flamboyant. The secret . 
of his success is meticulous! 
preparation and ' attention-j 
cpmpelling presentation, and! 
argU Fjciiu — " . ;;; ; 



;.Studies'at:Johns Hopkins 



( 



ir 



..,..-.-.- , .more medicine. 
. than- many, ■: a' specialist.. . He 
jshpuld/He^studies.annually'atJ; 
•Johns Hopkins' to keep abreast 
■ of . the^- latest : in . ; medical 
science. 'He knows the law. 

.Once he sougi:t damages 
for a woman whose shapely 
limb -had been .severed above:; 
the knee by the flanged! 
wheels, of a ""■ San-.'FranciscbT 
municip^al railway/- street Car. 
As the -.trial -progressed, r Ke 
kept touching, turning, shift- 
ing, a \\ long butcherrpaper^ 
wrapped package at his table 
; A r ot. once did he refer to. it. 
But its almost, constant mover 
ment fascinated the men and 
womenTof the, jury; Finally! he 
asked hia client to stand. -She 
did— on one leg. 
;- . Thenfiand-. only "then," "did 
Belli raise the package, slowly \&rw York Mirror 
unwrap Jitlrto display an art- New York Daiiy News 
ficial • limb. He carried it to 
the one-legged woman, asked 
her_ to/fit: it to., the thigh 
"stump. -'She did. ' She' then 
stood .wan , but brave before 
the. jury/supp.orting herself 
on one/silken clad leg and 
one mechanical device. 

The jury awarded her 
$100,000 . settlement, a record 
in those/days. Since then the 
sum. for Belli verdicts has 
reached $675,000, given one 
plaintiff in an. action agaiKst 
Cutter- Laboratories - ; in ; thr? 
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BESTC0PYAVA1LABLE 
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, [ <»■ . — r* ^ «»-*--v~^ — • . •. 

Salkf^accJjie;'! case^ taatsUn; 
4 ! several . cases^'affected individ 
|j ualfirith polio>v dfi ^'-.V 




* uiAiV;^u^^*^<tft90ff.;S^nd6v?/pf 

\ ! Ihier^A^oo^b^a^anS^ 

1 8 E^^befoi^^e^as v Ja^pro' 

* ^essioiia^la^er, 'Belli^was 

* x6urfc^Htewasegri t 
1 fe^^Chqpf^plo1»a*^cause> 

* ?s. J^xplaii&iJ'iJ^as^aken 
v5vitK^nk^tfe>^ht;V^ad* 

* RiaUqn^K;6Uedfas;: a? citizen 



Heywas;. graduated > from* the 
- University -^o^California -law 
> j£hpot>jn the^mjdsV»frthe De- 



J 3ftnrfhat role he was "vagged."! 
j ^pugged/vfinfeerprintedr jailed, ! 
., &d'^JQqatedV out of town with j 
-.v 'warning s . from' the * police' 
;6>urt^ judge to never let . his 
l^^^Stouch.^grourid in, San 
*£ieg<j?igain.' ; *>.;--- *?j'£\'*i?j-*-; 1 - 

^terV^Then he :5 Appeared "'- 



as 



^wunselior the; plaintiff before 



He-^saine: : judga"and qualified 
llilmself^ by presenting his San 
l*2 e ^°*£aP; sheet* complete with 
,fTon||and;.4).rofnejrphotosr : ;and 
^m^rp|teU;^Tne?judgef could 



j 7Hiswoice;ls "softr mellow, ' or 
/SS^Vith/'righteous indigna* 
•tron.at'the cupidity of his op-! 
i^nents; His suits are dark, the J 
^tf®?^g^^Saville row v : His J 



fa'0£?**C. handmade , with ! 
fluiff^h^ from which wink] 




ues4.iHis black boots 
feledji-and highly pol- 1 

Sr^^^T 5 ^ ■*■"• .'V 



^-^i^^r'SH^Si'up.ina dam-- 

HgeJ^t *h e !uses a blackboard. ! 

j.fe:"W?;so many. thousands of' 

^iftt^ttij-Jloss ,and;.that 

*&nj&ttrlkes 7 - aVg^nd total. 

> fyp^- f hr rf^-im- jnethbd ; in 

ffi-tofadditi rin-j.tr 
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Jur or Corre cts A ddition 

A San. Francisco;. Superior 
Court judge became so trans- 
fixed with the itemized list of 
damages that when Belli struck 
rthe total with a flurry of chalk 
'dust,- the jurist -exclaimed: '.- 
" "JVou don't mean $200,000, 
Mr- ? Belli/- your >/ client ■. should 
have $300:000,'^ :v V v - 
>; BellC scanntd^the^ figures,. 
: added>;algam^t^^uxy iasci; 
^nated^'He-XstrftckS-out' .the' 
$200,0(XU to tal; 7 wrqte ; : $3G0,000 S 
/$ The ^pi^ft?*?^ ftv ^ W 1 ?'; 
ute g; -; ti^o ward^ t h e iLni i 

$300,000 * V K :^.t < v :: . 

* ' $ This;puseVp£ demonstrative 

Evidence; incJLudingVskeleton^ 

, and Vmo4els : : of ^yitat > organs, 

has^- caused^ pean^Roscjse 

Pound* b| Baryard<t^w>School 

to 'describe ?ih€.^Ruby defense 

counsel j as v v a^ master of this 

mode" '" of presenting cases," 

and as a "contribution to 'the 

ad mi'nistr atip n of. ^justi ce A v 

-r Bellr "mpdestlyi^says ,Dean 

Pound-Vis ?aviirifr v judge y^pf; 

lawyers, j- *U^'^\* V'f ' *-■ 
He also would agree with 
th^^es^a)ej^hat^he;^is^ a 
^genius^an d>he^ live s r t he role 
to the hilt >: -'fjf;^ * . 
| : Every niorning'his secretary 
gives him 10,. brand new $10 

bills. '■'.:': ; f * fc - * ■■:.':. " 

"A man has -to have walk- 
\ ing around money," he ex- j 

I plains, slipping -1 them into a! 
'solid silver money' clip, :__ 
5 He confounds wine waiters 
with his knowledge of vin 
^ Jages. \ 

1 fie. drives a Rolls Royce but; 
I j frequently:. has^it; repainted— 
/ beige, .purple^silver, black,: 
I kos^^;^^^^ * J -W 4 
• V^MTlievIlplls^stthe best car/J f 
he says^ "but, after all, even 
a Rolls, shouldn't be boring." 

i Fre e Flight to" Fancy t % j ; 

j I For night time" and ' nippy 

j fSanFranciscp7 daytime wear 

! • he prefers .* a- crimson lined 

5 cape rather , than.-; a.. Chester- 

I field,';Hye.lvfit: collared topcoat 

" to set, of f'fiis black' Homburg. 

,, But it is iPihis office, and 

his home that*-' he has really 

:given free flight to his fancy 

, for the spectacular,;^ 

; Raising his second family 

with* his third wife at 57,-he 

lives on the top' *floor of a 

three .floor flat building, he 

owns on Telegraph Hill . in 

■ San Francisco^ On the roof, 

! pzSyWn^:V^^'brcath-tokuig 

i viewof Sa^Ffancisco Bay;J?C 

- ;«•'*. » * '.> *X*i -h i * *? *■ " V *i ^ f> &** -.**- ■'■ 
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- ^S^r: iof ■ the Gold jjii-h 

bookshelf is "of spe cial jr Eh 7- 1 
esfcvli holds-, the volumes d_ " 
has written,. more than a s 
ranging from.'f rothy. bits 
as "Life- and Xaw.:jn Rus^L 
the - three j^yolume: "Hoi 
Trials"^ thaKis . z* textbook 
members' p'f^his professii n 
"I've made' more than' $1 
000 put of :that one/ 1 :-heT e ! 

rOffice Neai%ome^||^ 
.. His office', ; just ;a few tl 
away down ' ! 'Telegraph.^, 
along Montgomery, street^' 
Renovated lOjO-yeaf^ld feuilr ; 
The exteriorS.is'donej -In 
usebTJbrickribl i ck IroV , 
: work iashion^tthe-^uai Ce 
, New- Orleans^ "" p - - r V ; % 
j A. Philadelphia':;. trained 
= yer, William: Sweeney, nov 
; New York,ion'ce : visited 
iBelli building;. After ,sun>e„ 
L'the garish' interior of'BeJji'JI 
jf ice complete /With lOOyeair 
;.bar, Mother. Lode antiques, ? 
; a .steam ropnYruv the .baser^J 
reached by sliding down 1 i "1 
man*sV;brassKi-pole, .vJS^e, 

(wandeYed -into;* the street-; • 1 
.viously suffering from shewfe I 
. j "If this was in PhiladelplJ&H 
»jhe muttered, "the man wc-'M' 
II ue 'disbarred." . ' '.. j 

II That lias occurred !o th^'fe'th-i 
lies cemmittee of iho Caliiornia! 
1 State Bar Association at- tiiiius, : 
too, but nothing has been done 
about XT '%i i ^ : 

As for* the American* Bsr As- 
sociation, Belli says: . 

"I hang that certificate over 
the bowl in the wash room." 

No Ordinary. Counsel . : \. 

Thusl^it may be said, J^ack 
Ruby has?np*;irdinary1 defense, 
counsel to „ry toj win freedom 
on the grounds, he was' insane 
when he fired the fatal 'shot 
that killed:. the alleged killer 
of President Kennedy. ■;. 

And it is also certain beyond 
a reasonable doubt that Mel 
vin Mouron Belli will provide 
.Ruby with more - than 'a -con ! 
|)etent defense. 
[ He' always gives his d'eni' 
that defense. They have hur. ■ 
dreds of thousands of dollar! 
to prove it. 

And those who lo.vi :J 
that resulted in ~ . - 
ments may r.i,\ j...... 

Mouron Belli but they 
him; and fe; r him. 

He accepts, giatiiu* 
spect, and fiar as his j 
but is not cverwhrl: """* 
! After all, .''genius 
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Melvin M. Belli, Jack Ruby's- lawyer, has earned a rep'v 
tatisr.-£s*=T>eijis.a garish genius. 
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(UPI)-.Xhef State Bar today 
j^kedpperinission from the 
jTe*as, Supreme Court to file 
'Xqtf^l permanent injunction 
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'iolent" 'outbursts;- and 'out', 
rageous : conduct; 1 ^following 
the death , penalty .sentence : 
given his; former client; Jack" 
■■fA^^-c--^- ■ ■--■ Rub y/. in a ^Dallas County 

\? V ^ FrgnciSC0 attorney, courtroo m two-weeks -a-o 

*3&$&s JEHU'S »£»,r- b - « 

■V-The'su^'was filed forMie^!? S ^te.v.-the. verdict, 
..State^Bar-r/of Texas by Davis j y ?■ lhank this, jury for a 
iGrant,'* general . counsel, and j V^tcry for ■bigotry/- You can 
*£s, as si. s,t an t, r L^: Money jrest assured : Ve-- will' appeal 
Adams. Jr.- : ' uwx* +~ ■"* . ^ ■ 

.i tn - s to a court where there is 

l jjust:cs. V/e wili\takc it to a 1 
: court outside Dallas/' ' ' 

■ The State Bar's motion j 
■said, "Such flagrant viola- 1 

•lioiiS of the canons of ethics! 

have shocked the consciences] 
: o(.not oniy the lawyers ofj 
: Texas and the Nation, but 
I the publicas well." . 
| The Bar filed a 10-page pe- 
tition accompanied by 40 r 
i pages of newspaper article re- II 
productions. All...the . articles t 
involved Belli's 'criticism of i 
Dallas, - District* -Judge -Joe! 
Brown and the Ruby trial' 
jury. 
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Memorandum 

•Mr. Mohr "'• 



oate: February 25, 1964 



: 5 SUBJECT; 

16 - v- 



^ Q. D. DeLoach . ■ ' .* 
-'-ASSASSINATION OF TEE PRESIDENT 




called for the Director at 12:07 p. m., 2/25/04. 

-^.formed of- the Director's absence from the office,' he asked to speak to r 
.^ies"dajr^^ospit4^toe.t?ume for a physical examination. I called' 

•2 ^^^^^^^ ; ■' 

>3 -V'#- ,^ padvised that "one of their gopd young reporters, who is 

24 be^Very reliable, has learned from sources in Dallas, also from members of ( 
gd from one recently released FBI Agent,, that both Jack Ruby and Lee Harvey C 
«fere informants of the FBI prior to the- time President Kennedy was assassinate; 
stated that his reporter had pledged not to reveal the name of this former 4<renl 
^(heated that Melvii^Belli,. the attorney for the defense in the Ruby case, -had id 
i-gporter that" Oswald was an FBI informant..- . § 

V2jfe- " Th e alleged sources in Congress who told the^^Hfcreporter abcu»P;iiis' 



ifeiter additionally advised him that it v/as entirely possible thatj^d^ 1 



;-|adquarters in Washington would never be consulted about local informant- ^- -■ 
-^arued that this appeared to be sufficient proof that Ruby ana Oswald could have h ' 
pormants without the Director or FBI Headquarters knowing about iL Belli told • 
porter fnat he wouldn't care. to comment so much regarding Ruby's con actions 
;-g>I our. that he knew from reliable sources that Ruby ^.d been an informant for V, v 
vewald an informant for 13 weeks.. Belli additionally told the reporter that Ruby : 
Wgamclers and people of low character, and that Oswald was a security-type ii : ;v,r 

;3 

14 




FBI 






.th the 1 :^ 
r: srit. . Q 



.,,,,. -- — — .. — sai d he wanted fo let the Director know about this matter ; 

,»jd him that the Director already knew of this rumor that that this was an old" ok 
ftthout a scintilla of truth to it. I went into some detail witfi^BBP" 1 ™- " ' ' 
irese careless rumors came from 3 different sources: (1) I expSff fti the m atter of 
island, Chairman of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, and Ja 
jaunsel of that Committee, having picked uo this info 
go. is employed by SenatorStrom Thurmond. I told - 
1^ he had backed dov/n.^^Hjlaimed that he mere! 
-if prior experience in military intelligence. I told^~ 
^ty logic and was a "dreamer"; (2) I mentioned the 
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OoLoneh to Mohr-memo 

:\e: Assassination of the President 



^ b 







if 



d 

J 



reprove the fact that Oswald was a^onfirme^iarxist by alleging that Oswald wa^'a jipy 
"ipr either the : ;FBI or ^^^3^UoldJB|^|J that the "recently released forme jAg^nt!^.|! 
>jas undoubtedly one ^HH^ with prejudice for makinHialse,^..?^: 

■dici def amatory. stat einent^abouMhe FBI. I additionally mentioned the incident liBolving"'-"- 1 .}* 
i4ie reporter- by the name' of Hudkins who had refused -to back up his statements piH/iotisl;?. 
■^adeJ^teiTgVWade, the prosecutor in Dallas, Texas. Insofar as Belli was con-J 
Slcid^l Ipie might like to consider the source inasmuch as Belli would u 

'.pubteiuug^ossiMe in order to get publicity for himself and to get his client, R4J: 
rrfie hook on a plea of insanity. u - : " ' 

.;,; -.■'*' ■" '^ fctgreed that the allegations were undoubtedly false and 

V^iat he was satisiie cHuKHhat no actio n would be taken b^he^M^^Koaoers. Hte 
however, that .I'call^ fc,. publisher the ^| Band 

>*iie same facts . • He s fc could be reached at^ I, his 

'■Sumber at the .•ionices: ^^^^^^^^^^ 

-6 - ^^^^^ ^^^^^- ■- 

- 7 ' - I tallied to^ ^at approximately: 20 p. m. , 2/25/64, and hjl 

;#.inethej3am however, added that tht 

^eporter^B ^jVTelvin Belli making the above^n^ntkmed a llec a 

^ent into *som^derai^efutin^l^ sam^dlegations that both^ ^and 

that Belli 1 s allegations, particuTT 



;5^-m entioned. In conclusion, I told ^_ 

^■j M would necessitate our interviewing him and asking ium 10 put up or 
stata-d he thought this would be necessary and agreed it should b^tone 

!|leded by stating that the article would not be published in the^JB^papers: however, ne 
>ifclt;that Belli would continue his gabbing and some other paper might carry these aile- . 
igations, I told ;him that o^^j^ubli cations haxl already carried almost the same rumors.,:; 
.'$ mentioned former Agent™ ^ article in V-SAGA" magazin^^e^as the airicle-In\V* 

;'dNation u magazine and the articles by the Communist Party. ^^HJJ^was not familiar 
>Vith these article's, however, stated he could see the rumors wer^emg well played 
12 . ^^^^^^ . .p .. -Mil.../ 

;?...-.: Eotl| |'ana| |were completely satisfied concerning o^f| • 

Refutation of these allegations. £^|L 

' ACTION: .-. m-%1 

;8 




y* f* 



- Q It is su;£ested this memorandum be forwarded to the Domestic lntel:5^h-;e|; 

> division and that consideration be given to immediatel y i'V-grview^ 

^ above-mentione d allegations which he alle gedly gave tc^B prepor^rj gj 

- Neither^) ^desired. to revea^nc^am^Oneir repo .er;^^-"^- 

dicTnot push then^i^ni^egarcni^it^ of thoir -close" friendship to t he Direc tor nd it 




>fe 



u£eau.' 1 do feel, however, that if it is necessary 



-glaim thejreporter has obtained from ±>eiii 
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■*.v-:i..a ; . Memorandum Mr/ DeLoaeli 



' X? l ^^ % 1-Hr.Gheesling^. 
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2-25-64^ 



^ — W/^ 
tediVHv 




> 0. "i n f orstat f pn4ir om 
___^_ res pective 

^ described b]^MHBL as VSIry reT?aT?^^^!3T? been advised b ^ ^ 

?3 attorney for Jaci^^uby, that Gswald was an JTJI informant ; that Bel!j 
M knew from reliable sources that- Ruby J^acM^een an informan^forS w;j 
tn Snf orph an "fc fQy 13 weeks ^JJJjfcstated this^HHHfcre:! 
f Belli waking tiies^ailegations. 

recommended consiaeration be 'given, to immediately interviewing Beli' 
? 8 -and. the Director noted: , ,f Yes. - Make him either put up or shut up.f 

29 *-:^?->.;^:-v," -'-.:. ° ' ;. '.'.' ' ■ '-;" — -r;/:r- ■■;;::■ ■ ' \v Jg 

;0 //■;■ ;->: .. : ^ : At ' "9:20. 'p.m. f " 2-28-54, SAG; Gordon Shanklih, Dallas, tel^-1 
^1/phonicaiiy advised Night Supervisor A. J. Decker as follows. SAC 
V 2 ^Jtiankiln..and SA Vincent S. Drain interviewed Belli the evening of f 
^2-2S-64^in a hotel room secured for that purpose. Belli insisted £§ 
3;4| that his .fellow lawyer, Joe Tcnahill, be present, rselli was advise 
••pi that we had received information from a reliable source that h::._h:::d 
•^stated Lee- Harvey Oswald - was a security-type informant of tLo l : r>I fo 

a-period of. 13:weeks. Re was informed that there was afesolutely.no 

truth ..in .this and that we desired to secure from him any and all 

information* which he had in this regard. 
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;6 

11- v - Belli stated that around the first of the year he had seer. 

t3 article in the "Houston Post" by Lonnie-Huahins, which article was 
rumor to the effect that Oswald might have been an informant of the ^ 
. y 3I or CIA, and subsequent to that article ^elli subpoenaed Hudkins to pfl?| 
4 P*ippear as a witness at the change of venue hearing before Judge Joe D. £d;fg| 
*jR§3rown. Sometime during that period he heard another rumor around the £Vfcf§| 
*flh;ourthouse to the effect that Oswald might* have been an informant cf the (V 
sj"WBi-.- Belli related that he questioned Hudkins during the change o* • JM * r '' 



•Soyenue hearing as he felt that the prosecution might try to use him a. a;; 







p [later date. Judge Brown in the change of venue hearing refused to 

"- thermit Hudkins to ansv/er his question after objections of the .prose- itiorVy v : 

Belli stated that he v.haught at that time land rst.iaivdoes hinfii-T-i T 
[hat. these' rumor ~ originated ..with V;iliiam Alex: .nder^? Assistant I 5tric ' t ?1f||s **•• 
rttorneyj" who had tried to_plan;- other rumors en him and that iti/:.-a-3 v.li*. 
Belli «-s 'feeling that Alexander thought 'Belli might fall_for,.ihi.§rfra:>. ; ; |;;C ! ' 
?e«,s.tated he placed no credence whatsoever in the rumor tbat Osv. Id '■'y^sY i f0. r 
l-n informant .and that.if there .as any crede:uc~ c-:: such, ho ..did. z c ;hink"-: ; . 
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• Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 
. 105-82555 

oV- .. v. 
.1 



! 



9! that such, information. had any _plr.ce in the Jac 

j!out**".that -if he. brought this up in the trial he 

^iprove it. and he would never/think of 

cf true from* the FBI • . 
■n ■ ■ 

Belli stated that he 



the Jack Ruby trial. He..poi|j 
;/ould certainly have 
doing so without .seeing if ix 



I!; 

;ed 

*re 






co numerous reporters anc£ 
- } - he could not recall \^| 

his pe : .: 
>n if he had -heard *cij 



"p news media during the past several v;eel:s aud he could not r 
"A-wh'Qm he "had talked. However, he' did recall, tb the best of 
rj that, approximately ;" 3 weeks ago" someone asked him if he had-: 
^JruaorthTtTfQswald had been an informant ox the FBI and he believed 

"* To the best of h? 

ad heard this rur.v 

what he said bu;;| 

that Oswald had heel 

a security. .informant! 

■larvey Oswald has nevl 



I, 
lat 



:'t'V-. 







1 . •■ At^c 



iSiis.certain-.he never .said, anything, .to the of fee 
'■2 an "informant* for 13 weeks or. that he hv.c, been 



Pie. |? 

i . 
i 

r; 







-"-—.. Belli was also advised that 



received information tha; 

of *' 







ciii'-^ i^O* 



sawc 



cue st ion 
a ,-j 



■gftils^other co-ecursel to the rco:.: ? Phillip Burleson, 

i 1 !ha"d~ever "heard, this r*amor„ . Burleson upon, being asked .th 

iUa's^to whether or not he had ever heard of- Ruby being, an-riniormant. cu- 

ig?2^imbr' : 'to that effect,, advised, that he had never heard_a.;runor...j:rpni 

iq (anyone to. that effect. 

!J= Belli, Tonahill and Burleson all..r>tated that. -fcey. had novc .: 

** . . . . .,_,. ^. ,... _._-.„ informant of the FBI. 




p had been an informant. He stated Kuby had. never laentioned^in any mnne^^l 
^(Whatsoever cooperating with' "the 1T31 ( 

?0 Upon conclusion Belli rr;ated that. he v/as getting, "damned, ^ired'* $ 

* : " *'- " * nt District Attorney V/illia:.: Alexander planting rumors v;h :h _ 



;.l| Pf ..Assistant Di 
52 1 Alexander thoug: 



ht Eelli might x.J.1 for and it was his'opinio^ 

concerning the rumor that 




first that 

H\ heard .of it and he.was.. advised that -Kuby 1 - had nsver. been a:: 
-■* Jthj£jEBI. Belli asked no further questions. 



ly asked SAC Shar-Ii: if; ; j; 



t'i: 
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eve; 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
; Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

• V 105-S2555 

oV*. .V.-..- ; , 

2 RECOM MENDATIONS : 

13— — ~~. ~ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

.4 •'.;- :c'. (1) Although V l^HH has categorically denied 

. ^ Mi n~ t.hft source""of "ruaors that Oswald was an FBI informant,.. our 

• ^ inquiries stron^lypoint to^ Bas the source . of those scurrip>us ; . 
? rumors and^HHM^ raay be ^^s5!!r^ofthealieged rumors concexF _ 

•^Ruby. .In.vjWW!^ur experience udth^BMMHHno worthwhile PUfP* " 
% would be served in re interviewing hit^^^^^^^rarector has instruct} 
(^ that, no further contacts be had. with ^ It ,.' 

-^^^^^^. "V* " uJUh" - >V ~^' 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA } Z ?jj> B«*i"££ $<$> 



,. ;ft/: ; -fi- ^;^:#"^:;MeniQxanduni Br.anir-an to Sullivan 2-28-64, set forth i;Hsu3jts^J 
r*A ?fj- "of : iritervi^by. SAC Shanlclin; Dallas,: and SA Vincent E. Drain H -i:fi|| 






i^v/ith lttelviir~3elli, attorney for Jack Kuby, concerning allegata 



that Belli hlfdTsLated Oswald and Jack Ruby were FBI informan 
Belli stated he had heard rumors xo that effect, however, plac||g:3 
no credence whatsoever in these rumors and that in his coinic; 



! 1 **'?&£ 



v* 
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trap 



It was recommended that nc worth-while purpose would ")$ 







!-a$ 



rv 



«j 



.Cn 3-3-64 v SAC Shanldi.M advised t 



i^n »-. contacted by him, and it was pointed- 

[$"?■&• ■-■'■! Setting indications that^j| 

^ "■": ■"■*■■ source of the rumors th a t tUP W^W^ 






pointed out to him that 



e&arci < 




Having 

that 

it on tl 

informati on along this 

__^ o stop talking and that he 1 

I J7S55M only one on his staff supposed to tallc^^Tff 

' i fi H Sw that he had heard nothing regarding this r.um„ _ „_„ ..., „„ . ... . . 

f0 Hj?ifc; house in recent weeks* He stated that this rumor of Oswald being P '-^ 
an informant of the FBI or CIA had no place in the trial of la^v, ;.:vH 

^^rought" ejp by him* Ke stated he wouL "" {'"[■?(* 
£et and make no further remarks i; * feSM* 



was 

ceep 

IS tl;£ 

t was 

denied 

It_ was also point eS out 

we want him to put 

e felt that any 

uraor t as he has told 

is at present tho 

re press. Ee volu/,teerec* : H 

rumor around the cou: ;- 4-;-M : 
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ii:e memoranda^ of 2-28-64 referred to above also 
recommended that in order to conclusively pin down whether ^_-Iii 

NOT SJ3C£HU3isfe 






lit "M-W 1 ■ ■ .■ ' »y?y^^iX^-..ii:?,., ... . ■ '. "1.:". . . . ■ " . ■ .■ '■■' ' > 



1.93 APR' 



I'WMiVKS 




■■'^■v^.---i 



-^l.y^j^; 



■ -*■ ■■^N- 



^^IV-.^^^^^M^ 



^^-,-xj.K jr.; 







;.r^ll 



<? 



' V *.22?.K>RANDUM FC2* MR. SULLIVATv 
? V;-; r<£:.#LEE.HASVEY 'OSWALD • 

-.3 ./ -■-. M&S-h :■■-■■;'". 

:6 '"h made" statements that Oswald \y$s 



3-3- 
*- would 




\;^:. 



ACTION:-: 



;Q : x-1 -a-a^S4 ^^AssTStant Pi rect or BcLoac 
:2 

2 3' 
>4 

?6 "^^^^^^^gign^^^^^^^^^^^B alleged interview 

? 7 '. j^ ■T-'an;] you v/ill be advised oT 
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